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felt far behind and the land seemed brighter and more coloured
here than elsewhere* They found a hut that the owner was
willing to rent to him. This man, because he had no other hut
to live in, at once began to build another for himself near at
hand.
When Gauguin returned to Papeete to fetch his few posses-
sions, Titi said that she wished to come and live at Matai^a
with him. She v/as willing to give up the gay and international
excitements of Papeete in order to be with him. But Gauguin
did not want her in the country. She was not typical of her race,
and she was too much accustomed to the ways of the town.
She was too tamed and Gauguin could not forget that she was
half white. He doubted that he would get to know the true
spirit of the country people if she remained with him. There
would also be, he knew, other girls at Mataiea.
But for the following few days Gauguin was obliged to
remain in bed with an attack of bronchitis, a relic of the
previous winter in Paris. He was impatient to leave for his new
home. He was accustomed by now to delays, for things never
went very easily with him. His illness was complicated by lung
hemorrhages that were for a long time difficult to arrest, but
his chest was strong and in spite of the pessimism of the
hospital doctor, who thought that he would die, he gradually
recovered with the assistance of a digitalis treatment.
One day, before he had completely recovered, he received an
unannounced visit from a niece of the dead King. She was the
daughter of Tamatoa, the King's brother, and was known as
Vaitoua. Her feet were bare and she was dressed in black, in
mourning for the King, but wore, inevitably, a flower behind
her ear. She had become too generous with her affections even
for a Tahitian and was considered something of a fallen
woman. The civilisation of the West had affected her more
than her father, who had remained a true Tahitian at heart*
He was known as a great fighter and as a Minotaur in love
matters, and it was rumoured that in this at least his daughter
had taken after him.